
Call for Entries for the annual
	 Secretary of Defense National Security Essay Competition and
		  Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Strategic Essay Competition

Who’s Eligible:  You, the military or civilian student—including international students—of a 
U.S. senior war college, staff college, or advanced warfighting school, or a Service research fellow.

What:  Research and write an essay, with options to write a concise opinion piece (1,500 
words max) or a fully detailed and documented research paper (5,000 words max). Must be 
original research or informed commentary, unclassified, and submitted via your college. May 
relate to a course writing requirement. Not a school solution—but an innovative, imaginative 
approach to a national security–related issue of your choosing.

When: Late April (exact date to be announced via the Web site—see below) is the deadline 
for schools to submit entries to NDU Press.  It is strongly recommended you begin your plan-
ning and research the previous fall in order to incorporate your academic research and to 
allow time for your school to evaluate and select nominations for the contests. To keep the 
competition manageable, slots are limited for each school.

After school nomination and an initial round of judging, final judging occurs in late May by a 
panel of JPME faculty representatives who meet at National Defense University.

Why: A chance to help solve a national security problem. A chance to catch the ear of the 
Secretary or the Chairman, not to mention the 27,000 readers of Joint Force Quarterly.  A 
chance to gain peer and faculty recognition. Monetary prizes courtesy of NDU Foundation.

For further information, contact your college’s essay coordinator on your  
faculty, or go to:
www.ndu.edu/inss/Press/NDUPress_SECDEFEC.htm
www.ndu.edu/inss/Press/NDUPress_CSEC.htm

		�  These essay competitions are conducted by NDU Press with the generous financial support of 
the NDU Foundation. The NDU Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization established 
to support the mission and goals of the National Defense University, America’s preeminent 
institution for national security, strategy, and defense education.

As a military or civilian defense professional and a Joint 
Professional Military Education (JPME) student, you 
probably have something to say about a national security 
topic familiar to you. Start NOW to explore ideas, map out 
research, and outline your argument before you are caught 
up in the school year.
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coming next in. . .

Military Force and Ethics
Legal Challenges in Limited War

. . . and more in issue 54, 
3d Quarter 2009 of JFQ
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4Increasing Doctrinal Wisdom 

4Budgeting for Conflict 
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