
Open Letter to JFQ Readers

	 JFQ seeks the assistance of its readership in exploring the ethical 
and legal lessons that have been revealed or relearned during the course 
of a protracted, irregular conflict in which insurgents employ terror as an 
asymmetric tool. As General George Casey points out in this issue, the 
U.S. military is now populated with a seasoned, professional force that 
compares favorably with any throughout history in its ability to address the 
widest panorama of challenges. Your experiences in modern counterinsur-
gency and irregular warfare are informed by legal and ethical restraints, 
constraints, and conundrums that can benefit all national security profes-
sionals, military and civilian. Please submit your essays, short or long, 
outlining your lessons by the deadline presented below.

	 JFQ encourages you to submit manuscripts that speak to your 
unique professional strengths and interests. Boldly challenge traditional 
thought and practices in the joint, interagency, national security commu-
nity, and propose a new school solution!

JFQ would also like to solicit manuscripts on specific subject  
areas in concert with future thematic focuses. The following  
topics are tied to submission deadlines for upcoming issues:

March 1, 2009	 September 1, 2009
(Issue 54, 3d quarter 2009): 	 (Issue 56, 1st quarter 2010):
Military Force and Ethics	 Irregular Warfare
Legal Challenges in Limited War	 U.S. Special Operations Command

June 1, 2009	 December 1, 2009
(Issue 55, 4th quarter 2009):	 (Issue 57, 2d quarter 2010):
Force Modernization, Technology, 	 The Expeditionary Interagency 
and Innovation	
	

JFQ readers are typically subject matter experts who can take an issue or 
debate to the next level of application or utility. Quality manuscripts harbor 
the potential to save money and lives. When framing your argument, please 
focus on the So what? question. That is, how does your research, experi-
ence, or critical analysis improve the reader’s professional understanding or 
performance? Speak to the implications from the operational to the strate-
gic level of influence and tailor the message for an interagency readership 
without using acronyms or jargon. Also, write prose, not terse bullets. Even 
the most prosaic doctrinal debate can be interesting if presented with care! 
Visit ndupress.ndu.edu to view our NDU Press Submission Guidelines. 
Share your professional insights and improve national security.

Colonel David H. Gurney, USMC (Ret.)
Editor, Joint Force Quarterly

Gurneyd@ndu.edu
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