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Open Letter to JFQ Readers

When General Colin Powell established Joint Force Quarterly, he envisioned a journal that would
contain all the practical utility of Marine Corps Gazette and the glossy visual presentation of the
Naval Institute’s Proceedings. In this issue, JFQ seeks to support a helpful debate over contempo-
rary issues of air and space power in order to improve joint and interagency synergy. In the July
issue, the debate will be very different, inasmuch as sister Service use of naval power does not
precipitate the same friction and rancor. The illusory tranquility of the naval power debate is due
to the fact that it is largely conducted intra-Service, which increases the opportunities for error in
naval strategy and procurement. For balance, JFQ shall commit a future issue to Land Warfare
issues and challenges as well.

The forthcoming 51* issue of the Chairman’s journal will present the winners of the May 2008
Secretary of Defense Transformation and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Strategic Essay
Competitions (open only to students enrolled in participating military colleges). In addition,
JFQ encourages you to submit manuscripts that speak to your unique professional strengths and
interests. Boldly challenge traditional thought and operational practice in the joint, interagency,
national security community, and propose a new school solution!

JFQ would also like to solicit manuscripts on specific subject areas in concert with
future thematic focuses. The following topics are tied to submission deadlines for
upcoming issues:

June 1, 2008 (Issue 51, 4" quarter 2008):
Weapons of Mass Destruction
Essay Contest Winners

December 1, 2008 (Issue 53, 2¢ quarter 2009):
Military Force and Ethics

U.S. Africa Command

Joint Interagency Coordination

September 1, 2008 (Issue 52, 15t quarter 2009):  March 1, 2008 (Issue 54, 3¢ quarter 2009):
Land Warfare Strategic Outlook
U.S. Transportation Command U.S. Strategic Command

JFQ readers are typically subject matter experts who can take an issue or debate to the next level
of application or utility. Quality manuscripts harbor the potential to save money and lives. When
framing your argument, please focus on the So what? question. That is, how does your research,
experience, or critical analysis improve the reader’s professional understanding or performance?
Speak to the implications from the operational to the strategic level of influence and tailor the
message for an interagency readership without using acronyms or jargon. Also, write prose, not
terse bullets. Even the most prosaic doctrinal debate can be interesting if presented with care!
Visit ndupress.ndu.edu to view our NDU Press Submission Guidelines. Share your profes-
sional insights and improve national security.

Colonel David H. Gurney, USMC (Ret.)

Editor, Joint Force Quarterly
Gurneyd@ndu.edu

ndupress.ndu.edu
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