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R U S S I A N I N S T I T U T E

What group could have

more influence than

United Russia? There

cannot be a more influen�

tial party than the party

that controls all legislative

bodies � but is it also a

counter�agent of govern�

ment? This question is

more difficult to answer.

Since United Russia is not

a close�knit political

structure there are people

within it with a range of

markedly different views.

A party should be an
independent political
force. Whether its opin�

ions match the opinions

of the government, which

it should form as the rul�

ing party, or not is anoth�

er question. 

United Russia is con�

servative because it stands

for some conservative val�

ues. The government does

not speak about values,

but it does speak about

different aspects of activi�

ty. From this standpoint

our government is rather

liberal given its monetarist

program of action. The
party understands conser�
vatism as ethical issues.

In terms of ethics and

morals, the opinion of

United Russia may coin�

cide with the opinion of

the government. Yet in

terms of parties’ conser�

vatism (for example, the

conservatism of the

British Conservative

Party), we probably also

mean conservatism in the

economic sense, not only

the fact that the British

Labour Party supports

same�sex marriage while

the Conservatives do not. 

Russia needs a genuine
two�party system. It would

be the next step towards

the country’s develop�

ment after the positive

role that United Russia

played in consolidating

the elite stratum. It seems

to me that we now have

enough forces to start

developing the political

system, but that this

requires the necessary

political will. And this

means not only the will of

the President or Prime

Minister, but the will of

the Russian political

classes as a whole. 

The political classes

must take responsibility

for being ready and able to

take political action on a

national development

scale; they must realize

their responsibility to the

country and prove that

they are the vanguard of

society, not just a collec�

tion of people who want

to profit from business

activities under cover of

politics, or from politics

under cover of business. ��
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United Russia is not

an independent

political power and its

leaders have noted

numerous times in vari�

ous contexts that United

Russia is a party created

for the support of

Vladimir Putin, proving

the dependence on UR. 

In my opinion, United
Russia is necessary today;
it performs a very impor�
tant function. In many
ways, United Russia is
virtually a part of an oper�
ational Russian state.

Objectively, United

Russia acts as a part of a

drive mechanism that

allows the decisions

made in the Center to be

fulfilled at the local

level.

Today there is both a

personalized tandem

and there is a single

team. However, one part

of this team works for

Dmitry Medvedev while

the other works for

Putin. Of course, mem�

bers of the team have

their personal likes and

dislikes, and while some

support Medvedev and

others are for Putin,

there is no antagonism

towards the other or any

idealization of the idol,

but is merely a case of

personal human perfer�

ence. The same team

works both in the

Russian White House

and in the Kremlin.

Some UR members are a

part of this team, and

others are satellites of it.

Therefore, UR is by no

means an independent

player. 

Lest we forget that the

USA, Great Britain, and

Japan have had one

party rule over the

course of decades. It

seems that these are the

objective rules of socie�

tal development during a

transition period. That is

why, today, I make no
particular claims about
United Russia but state
that it being a mechanism
for state rule, serves its
proper function.
Nevertheless, it is inad�

missible to preserve this

situation, as then it

moves beyond merely

promoting the fulfill�

ment of the decisions of

the executive authority

and instead becomes a
power monolith dictating
its decisions to the exec�
utive authority.

Therefore, a second

competitive party is

alright and it can be

extremely dangerous and

harmful when there is an

absence of one. 

A party only reflects

the processes of the

society in which it oper�

ates. ��
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